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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: The date is December 

10, 2001. The time is eleven o'clock in the 

morning. 

This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the 

Fire Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with Anthony Salerno, 

fireman ist grade, of Engine Company 24 of the 

Fire Department of the City of New York. 

The interview is taking place at the quarters 

of Engine 24 regarding the events of September 11, 

2001. 

Q. Fireman Salerno, could you please tell me 
what happened to you on September 11? 

A. On September 11, I was on my way into the 
city. Being on vacation, I had just come back froma 
road trip. I was going to come in in the morning and 
bullshit with the guys. 

I had not known at the point when I woke up 
that the buildings were attacked. On my way in, I 
noticed the trade center on fire, turned on 1010, and 
listened to the thing on my way in. 

On my way in, the recall, the active recall, 
was engaged. I had gotten to the firehouse probably 


around ten after nine, was on the phone with Mike 
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Paolone. He was the -- he was working in Queens. He 
had told me to look across, look at the television. I 
saw the first building come down. 

At that point, I noticed a bunch of guys 
coming into the firehouse -- Captain Varriale coming 
in, Billy McCarthy, Frankie McCutchen, Chris McArdle. 
We all had come in, and we were all ready to go down to 
the trade center, knowing that both companies and the 
battalion were down there. 

We left the firehouse probably around a 
quarter after nine with two volunteers. One, a 
volunteer fireman, his first name was Tony. The second 
guy was a construction worker whose brother had been 
working at the trade center on the 110th Floor, I 
believe. 

We got down to -- we got down as far as West 
Broadway and Chambers Street. At West Broadway and 
Chambers, we drove down with Captain Varriale in his 
pickup. We took some tools that we had grabbed out of 
the firehouse and some EMS supplies. 

We got down to West Broadway and Chambers. 
We parked the rig. We walked down as far as West 
Broadway, and I would say Barclay and came back up, 


noticing that there was nothing but three blocks of 
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fire from Barclay down to Vesey, which would bring you 
to the north tower of the trade center. 

We found car fires. We found buses on fire, 
but we happened to find a volunteer rig from the Bronx 
that was still in there. It was a old LaFrance. I got 
in the rig, backed the rig out with everybody helping, 
parked the rig on West Broadway, and found the rig on 
West Broadway between Barclay and Park, and backed the 
rig out and hooked up to a hydrant on West Broadway and 
Warren, and ended up supplying whatever lines we can 
get off the rig with -- using whatever fittings we 
could use off their rig, and I remember the water 
pressure being very low. 

We ended up putting out as many fires as we 
could from West Broadway and Warren all the way down to 
West Broadway and Vesey. 

Putting out all those fires, in that interim, 
the second building had come down. I remember hearing 
a lot of explosions, the street turning completely 
gray, gray clouds of smoke all over the place. 
Everybody had stopped what they were doing and ran back 
up the block. 

We ran up West Broadway past Chambers, 


regrouped when the dust settled, and there was a 
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command post that was established at the time. I 
remember seeing Chief Daly and another chief -- I don't 
remember his name -- coming down to West Broadway and 
Barclay and setting up a command post. 

I remember finding Engine Company 6's rig, 
stripping that rig of fittings and hose to hook up to 
anybody else. I remember at that time also they were 
worried about Building 7 because when the second tower 
came down, they were worried about parts of -- 
actually, when the first tower came down, they were 
worried about parts of Building 7 collapsing, so I 
remember getting into Building 7 and searching. 

I got separated from the crew that I had gone 
down with, because I stayed at the pump panel. They 
had gone around the West Street side of the building 
and into the rubble. 

I hooked up with a Lieutenant Ryan from 15 
engine and Richie Cipoletti from Engine Company 55. We 
hooked up with as many people as we could. 

We went to the command post, the true command 
post, which was set up at that day on Broadway and 
Chambers. We ended up getting assigned to a Staten 
Island firehouse engine company. We manned a hose line 


across the street from Tower 1 or what was remaining of 
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it, and I remember that building taking off in fire, so 
there was really nothing we could do with our one hand 
line. 

I remember coming out of the building now 
because they were afraid of Building 7 coming down, and 
all the other buildings around it getting knocked 
down. So they took us out of the building. 

I remember Building 7 coming down, again, 
with dust clouds, getting separated momentarily. I 
remember Staten Island companies all over the place. I 
remember a Brooklyn company coming, a Brooklyn engine 
company coming in, when I was still hooked up on West 
Broadway and Warren. 

I don't remember the company's name, but it 
definitely was a Brooklyn company. I used their rig 
for parts also, and after the second building had come 
down, they had left their rig and was part of the 
command post on West Broadway and Barclay. 

After that I stayed with the Staten Island 
company for quite awhile. We ended up working with 
some Brooklyn truck companies, and some Staten Island 
engine companies, a Brooklyn chief, just going through 
the various buildings after the building had gone down 


to see if anybody was still in there or if we could do 
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anything, putting out various little fires that were 
about from the rubble, and got back to my firehouse 
probably around 11:30, 12 o'clock, September 11 night, 
back to the quarters of Engine Company 24 and Ladder 
5. 
And that's what I did that day. 
Q. Good. And you couldn't remember any of the 
numbers of the Brooklyn companies, right? 
A. No, I couldn't remember the Brooklyn 
companies. 
BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Thank for you the 


interview, and that's it. 


